SANS-SOUCI  AND  COBLENZ

averting mischief due to petticoat influence had a steady
and clever champion in Gustav von Alvensleben, who
worked hard for making peace between the two Courts
without agreeing with the political measures of the gov-
ernment. He shared my opinion as to the necessity of
settling the question of rivalry between Prussia and Aus-
tria on the field of battle, because it was not soluble other-
wise. He, the future leader of the fourth Corps at Beau-
mont and Sedan, and his brother Constantine whose
spontaneously-taken resolution at Vionville and Mars-la-
Tour stopped the French army of the Rhine before Metz,
were model generals. When I incidentally asked him his
opinion as to the issue of a first pitched battle between us
and the Austrians, he answered: ' We walk over them
till they stand on their heads!' And his confidence con-
tributed to strengthen rny courage in the difficult decisions
of 1864 and 1866. The antagonism in which his influ-
ence on the Prince, determined by considerations of state
and patriotism only, stood towards that of the Princess, put
him at times into a state of excitement to which he gave
vent in words that I do not want to repeat, but that ex-
pressed all the indignation of a patriotic soldier over ladies
playing at politics in language that very nearly came
within the penal statutes. That the Prince kept him as
his aide-de-camp considering the attitude he took towards
the Queen was the result of a characteristic which he
showed both as King and as Emperor: that he was a faith-
ful master to a faithful servant.